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President’s Report 
I hope this finds everyone in good health since ANZAC Day 2026.

Speaking of ANZAC Day, it was heartening to see such a large crowd in 
attendance, including students from twenty schools, and the veteran 
community once again braving the weather to participate in our 
ANZAC Day services. The poor weather is a phenomenon we cannot 
control, unfortunately. The sub branch has received positive feedback 
on the conduct and presentation of the Dawn Service and Main March 
and Service. Thank you to Michael McDonnell once again for all his 
work, and all who contributed to make this special day to honour 
all veterans, such a success. It would be remiss of me if I did not also 
acknowledge the outstanding work done by the Club staff, from very 
early in the morning to late at night.

The week, 18th to the 24th May, was National Volunteers Week 
in Australia. Volunteers are the heart of Redlands RSL Sub Branch 
and indeed all RSL sub branches in Australia. Here at Redlands, we 
could not deliver the range of wellbeing and support services we 
provide for our veterans without the great assistance we receive 
from our Volunteers. This was evident in the lead up to ANZAC Day 
with Badge Selling and all the Services attended at Schools and Aged 
Care facilities. To acknowledge their work, the annual Volunteers 
Thankyou function was held on Monday 18th May. At this function, 
it was my honour and privilege to announce the “Volunteers of the 
Year”. Congratulations to Bernie and Laraine Coleman, well deserved 
Volunteers of the Year for 2026.

A reminder, that Reserve Forces Day Parade and Recognition 
Ceremony is on Sunday 21st June. The March Assembly is at Anzac 
Square at 9.30am and the march route will be from Anzac Square to 
King George Square for the Recognition Service at 10.30am (see pg 22 
for more information). 

Take care.

Rob Wilson 

PRESIDENT,  
REDLANDS SUB BRANCH
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Previous Minutes
Returned & Services League of Australia (Queensland Branch)

Redlands RSL Sub-Branch
LEAGUE GATHERING MEETING MINUTES

SUNDAY 19TH APRIL 2026

MEETING OPENED: by Rob Wilson at10.30am

ODE RECITED

REMEMBERING:
Kevin Fitzroy – Army
James Kearns - Navy
Theodore Jorna - Army

ATTENDANCE:  League: 55  Visitors: 12  Total: 67

APOLOGIES:  Dudley Palmer, Bruce Reedman, Nicole Dooley, Andrew 
Duncan
Moved: M. McDonnell	 Seconded: M. Rabjohns
That the Attendance and Apologies be accepted. . .  Motion 1: Carried

NEW MEMBERS:  Glenn Forno - Navy

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES:  Phil Barnes – 48th Wedding 
anniversary

GUEST SPEAKER:  Paul Oates – “Why Rome still Matters”
Paul Oates outlined how Ancient Rome continues to influence 
the modern world, noting the ongoing use of Roman numerals, 
Latin terminology, and Roman engineering and architecture. 
He highlighted parallels between ancient and modern mass 
entertainment, explained the army’s role in maintaining the Empire, 
and described how Roman roads and camps shaped later place 
names. He summarised key causes of Rome’s decline—political 
instability, over‑expansion, economic strain, slavery, plagues, and 
external pressures—and noted that the fall of Constantinople in 
1453 helped spark the Renaissance. He concluded by suggesting that 
Rome’s history offers lessons still relevant today.

PRESIDENTS OPENING REMARKS:  Mr Rob Wilson
President Rob Wilson announced that the sub‑branch will mark 
the 101st Anzac Day this Saturday, beginning “a new century of 
commemoration.” He thanked Secretary Michael McDonnell for 
years of organising Anzac events, noted that this month’s Gathering 
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was moved forward for final preparations, and encouraged strong 
attendance.

PREVIOUS MINUTES:  As presented in the Bugle - Page 9-11 | League 
Gathering Meeting - Sunday 22nd March 2026 following on from the 
Annual general Meeting
Moved: R. Heath	 Seconded: R. Khan
That the Minutes of the previous meeting be accepted. . . . . . . . . . . . .            	
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Motion 2: Carried

BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: Nil

PRESIDENTS REPORT:  As presented in the Bugle on Page 8
Moved: G. Hargreaves	 Seconded: C. McKay
That the Presidents Report be accepted . . . . . . . . . .         Motion 3: Carried

LEAGUE CORRESPONDENCE:  As presented by Michael McDonnell 
– League Secretary

Inwards:
•	 Notification from Joss that our request for ADF to assist at Anzac 

Day Service has been approved.
•	 Australian National Events have forwarded all relevant information 

for Anzac Day. This included schools, Light Horse, Stradbroke life 
savers and all back of house requirements.

Moved: M. McDonnell	 Seconded: M. Rabjohns
That the Correspondence Report be accepted. . . . . .     Motion 4: Carried

LEAGUE SECRETARY REPORT:  As presented in the Bugle on Page 18
Moved: M. McDonnell	 Seconded: A. Bailey
That the League Secretary Report be accepted. . . . .    Motion 5: Carried

TREASURERS REPORT:  Financial Update Summary
Paul Field apologised for the absence of a written Treasurer’s report 
due to an unexpected hospital stay. He delivered a verbal update 
noting strong trading results: the bar was 10% above budget, bottle 
sales 15% above, restaurant 62% above, and Cove Café 87% above. 
Key figures reported were: members’ funds $33.6M, current assets 
$4.18M, current liabilities $5.85M (including a $3M loan), cash reserves 
$1.36M, and operational funds $1.78M. All statutory and employment 
payments are up to date. Paul concluded with a public apology to Mr 
Harcourt for his behaviour at the previous meeting.
Moved: P. Field	 Seconded: R. Heath
That the Treasurers Report be accepted. . . . . . . . . . .          Motion 6: Carried
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WELLBEING REPORT:  As presented in the Bugle on Page 12-13
Moved: L. Harcourt	 Seconded: D. McDonald
That the Wellbeing Report be accepted. . . . . . . . . . .          Motion 7: Carried

SED REPORT:  As presented in the Bugle on Page 14
Moved: R. Wilson	 Seconded: D. Lingard
That the SED Report be accepted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Motion 8: Carried

CADET LIAISON REPORT:  As presented in the Bugle on Page 15-17
David Field introduced representatives from the three cadet units: TS 
Norfolk (Navy), Army 136, and RAAF 217 Squadron.

TS Norfolk reported strong Navy future planning, highlighted cadets 
as a key recruitment pathway, and outlined a Boeing‑supported 
Seahawk simulator project partly funded by the RSL.

The Army 136 Unit announced a new training classroom to be 
dedicated to the late Ian Gray.

RAAF 217 Squadron, with about 79 cadets, expects to relocate later 
this year but will continue supporting Redlands RSL events.

David Field noted ongoing liaison visits to all units and confirmed 
that, despite some missing written reports, all units remain engaged 
and in regular contact.
Moved: D. Field	 Seconded: M. Rabjohns
That the Cadet Liaison Report be accepted. . . . . . . .       Motion 9: Carried

RAAF ASSOCIATION REPORT:  As presented in the Bugle on Page 19
Moved: R. Wilson	 Seconded: G. Olsen
That the RAAF Association Report be accepted . . .  Motion 10: Carried

NAVAL ASSOCIATION REPORT:  As presented in the Bugle on Page 20
Moved: G. Hargreaves	 Seconded: C. McKay
That the Naval Association Report be accepted . . .   Motion 11: Carried

LIBRARY MUSEUM REPORT:  As presented in the Bugle on Page 21
Marty Rabjohns thanked Desley Lingard and the Women’s Auxiliary 
for their recent work cleaning and maintaining the display cabinets. 
He noted that their contribution is greatly appreciated and makes a 
significant difference to the Library Museum.
Moved: M. Rabjohns	 Seconded: D. McDonald
That the Library Museum Report be accepted . . . .   Motion 12: Carried
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VETERANS & WELLBEING EXCURSION REPORT:  As presented in 
the Bugle on Page 22
Greg reported that recent trips have run exceptionally well and 
stressed the need for strict departure times due to rising costs and 
extra loading requirements such as fuel levies. Future trips marked 
“8.00am for 8:30am” will depart exactly at 8:30 am. The next 
excursion is on 29 May—a 3½‑hour Tweed River cruise with prawns 
and lunch—with further trips to be announced. Greg introduced 
Lorraine Perrin as the new excursion photographer and invited 
members with Gallipoli Barracks contacts to speak with him about a 
possible future visit.
Moved: G. Saunders	 Seconded: G. Hargreaves
That the Veterans and Wellbeing Excursion Report be accepted. . . . .    	
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Motion 13: Carried

GENERAL BUSINESS:
President Rob Wilson announced a screening of “Under the Bamboo 
Sky” on Wednesday, 22 April at 10:30 am, with reminders already 
sent. Rob advised that Wesley Hospital is offering hyperbaric oxygen 
therapy (flyer at front desk). Rob also noted Redlands City Council’s 
upcoming “Senior Sport and Talk” event and reminded members that 
Reserve Forces Day, including a Brisbane march, will be held on 21 
June.

Anzac Day
Michael McDonnell outlined key timings: gunfire breakfast at 4:30 
am; assembly at 5:10 am; dawn‑service march step‑off at 5:20 am. 
Wreaths are to be collected from the front desk.

For the Main Service, 10 golf carts will transport veterans with 
mobility needs, departing at 9:45 am and are required to stay in 
numerical order. Veterans laying wreaths will be assisted by cadets. 
After the Service drivers are to return carts with keys left in vehicles. 
Michael thanked the women who prepare the remembrance crosses 
and noted a positive weather forecast.

President Rob Wilson thanked all Anzac Day volunteers, including 
memorabilia sellers, and advised that the roster is available at the 
front desk to check and confirm their times.

Social Media
Beau King proposed establishing a dedicated sub‑branch social media 
page to improve visibility and community engagement. President 
Rob Wilson agreed to explore the idea.
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Action: Michael McDonnell to arrange additional parking passes for 
breakfast volunteers.

Action: President Rob Wilson to investigate creating a sub‑branch 
social media page.
Moved: D. James	 Seconded: G. Olsen
That General Business be accepted. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Motion 14: Carried

NEXT VETERANS CUPPA:  9am, Wednesday 13th May 2026.
RAFFLES:  Drawn and Won
NEXT MEETING:
•	 Next League Gathering Meeting: Sunday 31st May 2026 at 10.30am
•	 Next Quarterly General Meeting: Sunday 26th July 2026 at 10.30am

MEETING CLOSED:  by Rob Wilson at 11.43am

SENIORS CARD HOLDERS
ENJOY

ENJOY $5 OFF ANY MAIN MEAL AT SAILS RESTAURANT 
MONDAY 15TH TO FRIDAY 19TH JUNE 2026 

BETWEEN 11.30AM AND 2PM.

Simply present your valid Seniors Card to receive your discount.  
Not available with any other offer. One discount per Seniors Card sighted.

Table reservations are highly recommended,  
see reception staff or phone 34881199.
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Treasurer’s Report
Another month and we continue to see great support from our 
members and guests for the first 4 months of the year.   

The major disbursements for League and Wellbeing during April and 
for the 4 months were as follows: -  

For April 
2026

Year to 
Date

Donation – Cadet units $0 $13,986

Donation – Vietnam Veterans $3,625 $12,425

League – ANZAC Day Expense $42,065 $105,442

League – Bugle / Bay Breeze $1,862 $5,469

League – Golden Oldies $1,995 $5,704

League - Home Maintenance $2,014 $6,649

League – Honorariums $0 $8,696

League – Joint Venture $1,355 $3,627

League – Meeting Expenditure $1,066 $6,171

 
Overall year to date Members Funds total $ 33,712,298. The Current 
Asset total is $4,514,606.63,

Against Current Liabilities of $5,923,304.25. This includes the Bank 
Business loan of $2,897,800.77.  Our cash reserves remain buoyant 
at $1,782,636.36 and there is a further $1,678,977.92 in Operational 
Funds.

I have confirmed with the Financial Controller that all statutory 
payments including Employee Entitlements are up to date and no 
statutory payments are under any repayment scheme.

Paul Field
TREASURER,  
REDLANDS SUB BRANCH
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Wellbeing Report
This is Volunteers Week and big thank you on behalf of our President 
and the Board of Directors and the staff of Redlands RSL Sub Branch. 
To all our wonderful volunteers we say how proud we are of the time 
you give in so many different ways to provide services to the veteran 
community and their families on behalf of the Redlands RSL Sub 
Branch.

I hope you enjoyed the Volunteers Thank You Function on Monday 
afternoon, and congratulations to our ‘Volunteers Of The Year for 
2026’ Bernie and Laraine Coleman who always go that extra mile to 
assist our clients.

It is always great for our volunteers to get together and discuss how 
they help in different ways, whether they be long term volunteers, or 
have just joined our team.

Thank you to our volunteers and admin staff at HQ who assisted with 
Anzac Day including selling badges, visiting care facilities, attending 
school Anzac Services, and driving buggies.

At our May Wellbeing meeting we were joined by Elaine from Tailored 
Transitions a local business that helps retirees and their families 
downsize, declutter, and transition smoothly into the next stage of 
their retirement living.  They provide an end to end relocation/moving 
service.

The Department of Veteran Affairs has two publications that may 
assist you and your family/carer better understand the types of 
services available. If you wish to remain in your home “The Veterans 
Guide to living Independently” will help you access DVA Services. 
https://www.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/2026-01/veterans-guide-
to-living independently_2026.pdf

The other is “The Veterans Guide to moving into an Aged Care 
Home” this may help you navigate your journey from living at home 
to moving into an aged care facility.
https://www.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/2026-02/veterans-guide-
to-moving-into-an-aged-care-home-2026.pdf

As you can see both these publications are available online but if you 
would like a hard copy please ring me and I will call DVA and hope 
they will send copies to you.

Our June bus trip is to Summerland Camels on Monday 22nd June 
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followed by lunch at the Dugandan Hotel in Boonah.  The cost is 
$72.00 per person.  More information can be found on page 25.

Our Advocates are busy with clients wishing to have them process 
their DVA claims, whether they be a person who has never had any 
benefits from DVA or just wanting to upgrade their pension.  As I have 
said before, processing their claim involves much paperwork before 
it is even lodged.  Our Sub Branch, over many years, has been treated 
with great respect by DVA and I can assure they do their very best to 
obtain a positive outcome for their clients and should be treated with 
respect at all times.

Thank you all for your assistance to veterans 
and their families

Warm Regards,

Linda Harcourt
WELLBEING CO-ORDINATOR
Email: linda.harcourt@redlandsrsl.com.au

Cadet Liaison Report
Since the April Bugle, Roland Heath and I have had continual liaison 
with the cadet leaders with Roland visiting 136 ACU most Wednesdays.  
Roland and I hosted a lunch meeting on 23rd May at the RSL Club with 
the three leaders.  The meeting was called so the three leaders could 
talk about what each unit was up to, what plans they each have for 
the future and where the RSL fits in.  The leaders, cadets and parents 
are keen to see the cadets doing the catafalque on Anzac Day and 
other occasions, be that just the Dawn Service or the 10am Service 
on Anzac Day and what ever time other commemorations are held.

Home base for 217 Sqn is still being worked on by superior 
organisations to the local unit; time will tell if and when their location 
changes.  There is a possibility that the 217 Sqn will join with 136 Army 
Cadet Unit at Alexandra 
Hills State High School.

136 ACU performing 
a catafalque at the 
Rotary Capalaba Anzac 
commemoration.
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TS Norfolk AUSTRALIAN Navy Cadet 
Unit
Training Ship Norfolk has had a very busy start to 
term 2, starting things off with ANZAC Day final 

preparation on Thursday night the 24 April. Then the early start to 
Saturday 25 April, ANZAC Day, another loverly day and services, TS 
Norfolk attend the Redland (Cleveland) Dawn Service, Junior Leaders 
Ceremony at Wellington Point State High School and then Main March 
and Service back at Cleveland, TS Norfolk was this year joined by TS 
Diamantina for the Main March, a great experience for TS Diamantina 
cadets that they otherwise would not get. 

Planning is underway for our annual camp (Bivouac) with our AAFC 
colleges. This will be conducted at the end of May 2026, location 
Karingal Scout Camp, Mt Cotton.  

With the expansion of the Cadet Youth Development Continuum 
(CYDC) we have built a purpose made classroom area within the unit 
for all classroom style activities, with presenter screen and laptops. 
This will allow cadets to complete their online CYDC training during 
parade nights.

I attended the Fleet Engagement Camp (FEC) in Sydney with ANC 
cadets from all over the country.  We got the play with the new 
Seahawk Helicopter (based on the old Blackhawk air frame), stayed 
overnight on HMAS Choules, lunch, dinner and breakfast in the junior 
Sailers mess. We also visited many defence establishments in Sydney, 
including HMAS Kuttabul, HMAS Watson, HMAS Penguin, HMAS 
Waterhen and ships HMAS Canberra and HMAS Adeliade. All transport 
was conducted by HMAS Waterhen and LLCs (light Landing Craft) 
around the Sydney 
Harbour, what great 
experience. 

For further enquiries, 
please contact 
 TSNorfolk@
navycadets.gov.au

— Report provided by 
Lieut. Matthew Firth, 
CO of TS Norfolk
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136 Australian Army Cadet Unit  
Since March, 136ACU has maintained a high 
operational tempo, marked by successful combined 
training exercises and invaluable community 

engagement. A major highlight was 
the joint Bivouac at Murrenbong, 
which brought together over 90 
cadets from four different units. 
This massive exercise provided an 
exceptional platform for our cadets 
to hone their 
fieldcraft, 
leadership, and 
teamwork skills 
on a grander 
scale. 
Additionally, 
the Battalion recently conducted its Recruit Bivouac, where 136 
achieved an awesome milestone: the number of new recruits in 
attendance perfectly matched the number of support and Directing 
Staff (DS) cadets. This equal ratio ensured a highly supportive and 
effective mentoring environment, giving our newest members a 
fantastic foundation for their cadet journeys.

Community spirit and ceremonial pride were also on full display during 
this period as 136 ACU provided dedicated ceremonial support for 
several local ANZAC Day commemorations. Cadets proudly marched 
and formed honour guards for the Capalaba Rotary Club, the Redland 
Bay South RSL dawn service, 
and both the dawn service and 
main parade for RSL Cleveland. 
While the weather forecast 
threatened to dampen the 
solemn occasions, the unit got 
quite lucky with the rain this 
year, allowing the proceedings 
to go ahead smoothly. The 
flawless execution of these 
guards and parades reflected 
the high standard of discipline 
and respect our cadets hold for 
the ANZAC legacy.
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THANK YOU — 136 ACU extends its deepest gratitude to Redlands RSL.
Your ongoing kind support and generous financial donations are vital
in providing equipment, opportunities, and premier training for our 

cadets.

Looking ahead, June promises to be an incredibly busy and milestone-
heavy month for the unit. Anticipation is building for mid-June, when 
a dedicated team of 12 cadets will represent 136 ACU at Exercise 
Dragon Steps. This gruelling 20-kilometer navigation exercise will 
test their endurance, map-reading skills, and mental fortitude 
through a series of tactical tasks and physical challenges. The entire 
Unit stands behind them and wishes them the absolute best of luck as 
they compete against other units and strive for excellence in the field.

Concluding this high-octane period, 24 June will mark a historic 
double-celebration for 136 ACU. This date signifies our official recruit 
march-out night, where our newest cohort will formally celebrate the 
completion of their induction training. Coinciding with this special 
night is the grand opening of the newly established Gray Room, 
named in honour of the late Ian Gray. This new facility represents 
a significant upgrade for our unit’s infrastructure and opening it 
alongside our march-out parade will make for an unforgettable 
evening celebrating both the growth and the bright future of 136 
Army Cadet Unit.

—Report provided by Capt (AAC) Craig Buckingham - OC of 136 ACU

217 Squadron, Australian Air Force
Moving in April our cadets were either finalising 
initial training for new recruits or solidifying 

training for existing cadets in preparation for more advanced training.

A key aspect of training was to prepare the squadron for Anzac Day 
activities. Many of our cadets supported their school’s pre-Anzac 
Day activities, and then attended the Anzac Day dawn service and 
main march at Cleveland. It was great to see not only our formation 
with both army and navy cadets but also many other youth groups 
in attendance as well as the fantastic community support. This 
has generated good experiences for our newer cadets as well as 
experienced cadets.  

Not to forget that air training is one of the aspects that is continually 
occurring with one of our cadets CWOFF Oliver Thompson, achieving 
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his pilot’s licence. Other cadets started their flying training journey, 
which is one of the key aspects of the AAFC is that it provides a 
pathway for dedicated cadets to experience flying in both gliding, 
powered and now drones.    

Pictured left: CWOFF Oliver 
Thompson from 217SQN standing 
before VH-UEL, an AAFC Diamond 
DA40

On the 9 May, 217 Squadron was able to bless the squadron banner, 
finalising a three-year journey. The ceremony was officiated over by 
FLTLT Joanne Field Support Chaplain from 23SQN RAAF Base Amberley. 
This event was attended by many former COs of the squadron as well 
as many community members and squadron supporters. 

The presentation of a Squadron banner only happens once in a 
lifetime and is a highly prestigious event for our unit, as the banner 
itself embodies our history, loyalty to crown and our community, and 
spirit of service.

Pictured right: CO of 217SQN 
with members of the banner 
party with the banner. 

At the parade cadets learnt that the squadron had it’s first parade 
in the Redlands area as 17 Flight at the rear of the Redlands Cultural 
Centre on the 4th February 1989. In July 2001, following the Topely 
Report into the Australian Cadet Forces, the Air Training Corps became 
the Australian Air Force Cadets with Flights becoming Squadrons 
meaning 17 Flight became 217 Squadron.

After an eventful April and early May, the Squadron has now focused 
on field training and will join with 215SQN as well as some elements 
from both navy and army cadets for our first bivouac of the year at a 
local camping area. A different type of experience to help our cadets 
learn to work together while learning many fieldcraft skills. We look 
forward to reporting on their exploits in this regard next month.    
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For any enquiries relating specifically to 217 Squadron, please contact 
co.217sqn@airforcecadets.gov.au

The nationwide recruitment period runs from 1 October to 31 March 
each year. If capacity is reached early, then individual squadrons may 
close their recruitment period earlier. 

Visit: https://www.airforcecadets.gov.au/ and search for 217 
Squadron.    
— Report provided by Plt Off (AAFC) Peter 
Eickenloff  CO 217 Sqn AAFC

Cadet reports compiled by

David Field
CADET LIAISON OFFICER

SED REPORT
The usual monthly SED meeting was not held this month due to the 
AGM being held on Saturday 16th May. This was hosted by Coorparoo 
and Districts Sub Branch and the event commenced with a wreath 
laying ceremony followed by Guest speakers from Navy and Army 
addressing the meeting on current Defence policy and initiatives.

The AGM began with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by the 
routine reports, including a glowing report from the Auditor about 
the quality of the outgoing Treasurer’s presentation of accounts. The 
Election of the District Board was always going to be the main focus 
of the AGM following the resignation of several members, including 
the Treasurer, Dean Malseed, and President, Kerry Gallagher AM. The 
following positions received only one nomination and were declared 
elected unopposed:
•	 President:  Doug Egan from Greater Springfield Sub Branch
•	 	Deputy President:  Stewart Rae from Greenbank Sub Branch
•	 	Vice President:  James McClellan from Springwood Tri Services Sub 

Branch

Since the position of Treasurer received no nominations, the current 
accountancy firm for SED, Kelly Partners, was approached to take on 
the additional payroll actions, and a Board Director be appointed to 
present the monthly reports received from them for the meetings. 
This leaves a casual vacancy on the Board to be filled.
Report provided by Rob Wilson
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League Secretary Report
Anzac Day in Redlands continues to impress. However, the weather 
conditions did not deter the loyal veterans, carers, family and friends 
who year upon year support us. The month of April was a little on 
the damp side, but as the dawn service rolled around, we had a 
dry service. From my observation it was a sea of faces wherever we 
looked. Feedback from those who attended has been very positive.

The main service and parade was a different matter. The heavens 
opened up again, and we had a wet march. However, the parade route 
was fully supported with everyone who attended came prepared 
with chairs and umbrellas to support those in the march. Nothing was 
going to stop them from being a part of this Anzac Day remembering 
those who served. The number of schools attending each year has 
increased, led by their own drum band. Unfortunately, the fly over by 
the RAAF Super Hornet was cancelled due to the weather. I received 
an email from the pilot apologising for the no show, as it was out of 
his hands. Everyone stayed on despite the rain, and wet, with Ashleigh 
Denning singing the hymn and national anthems, what a talent.     

 The support from each and everyone who attends our Anzac Day, 
walk away with the knowledge that Anzac Day here in Redlands is 
equal to any, that is conducted throughout the country. The feeling 
of satisfaction, respect and contentment, that they were part of the 
commemoration will stay with them and pass onto others. This was 
evident by the number of wreaths that were laid and those who came 
to observe and show their respect.

I would like to thank the RSL Club for their support as well as those 
in the Sub Branch who put some many hours into making Anzac Day 
what it is today. 

Michael McDonnell
LEAGUE SECRETARY,  
REDLANDS SUB BRANCH
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RAAF Association
REDLANDS BRANCH

Redlands Branch of the RAAF Association promotes the wellness and 
benefits of members and supports the Australian Air Force Cadets. 

The Branch informal Wellbeing gatherings in the ANZAC Lounge 
of Redlands RSL on Wednesday afternoons continue to have good 
regular attendances. The monthly RSL ‘Vets Cuppas’ and the RSL 
Wellbeing Bus Trips have also been popular with members. 

The Branch annual service Dining-In Night was held in the Redlands 
RSL Sails Restaurant annex on Tuesday 19th May. There was plenty of 
the usual camaraderie at this event and Noel Hendrix did a great job 
in his first stint as Mr. Vice. Guest speaker, John Griffiths, once again 
provided an entertaining presentation, albeit at short notice. My 
thanks to the catering staff of Redlands RSL for another great night.

Members of the Branch attended 
the ANZAC Day services organised by 
Redlands RSL Sub Branch in Centenary 
Memorial Park, Cleveland.  Despite 
the weather, both the Dawn Service 
and Main March and Service were well 
attended by members and the public. 
Dudley Palmer had the honour of laying 
the wreath on behalf of the Branch at 
the Dawn Service.

The next meeting of RAAF Association Redlands Branch will be 
a General Meeting on Sunday 14th June 2026 in Redlands RSL 
at 10:30am. This will be followed by lunch in Redlands RSL Sails 
Restaurant for those who can attend after the meeting.

Rob Wilson
PRESIDENT, RAAF ASSOC.  
REDLANDS BRANCH

Anyone interested in joining the Royal Australian Air Force 
Association (Redlands Branch), please phone the secretary,  

David Field on 0439 855 894.
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Naval Association
BAYSIDE SUB SECTION

The Bayside May meeting was held Saturday the 2 May in the Tobruk 
Room at Redlands RSL commencing at 1200. There were 33 attendees. 
Members adjourned to the restaurant and lounge areas following the 
meeting.

ANZAC Day
There was a good roll up of Bayside members at each service despite 
the very  poor weather conditions. The Secretary, Membership 
Officer, and Andrew Dalglish laid wreaths for the RAN and the NAA, 
Ken Anderson and Faye Robinson laid a wreath for the Royal Navy. 
Members enjoyed the fellowship in the RSL following the services.

Veterans Cuppa
Members are reminded that Redlands RSL hosts Veterans Cuppa 
mornings on the second Wednesday of each month at 9:00 am. Please 
let the RSL front desk know if you plan to attend. 

Jack Memorial South Bank
The May ceremony at the Jack memorial was held on Thursday 28th 
May 2026. The theme for the ceremony was Hydrographic Services. 
Bayside Secretary Ian laid a wreath for a lost shipmate from HMAS 
Kimbla who was washed overboard on 31 August 1979 in heavy seas 
while the ship was leaving Port Phillip Bay.
Built as a boom defence vessel, Kimbla  was converted to an 
oceanographic research ship in 1959. 

Yours Aye,

Colin Saxby
NAVAL ASSOCIATION AUSTRALIA,  
BAYSIDE SUB SECTION INC. 
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Library Museum
Well, what a month it has been. The beginning is always the best 
place to start. I would like to extend my thanks to all the staff from 
Cleveland District State High School, Victoria Point State High School, 
and Faith Lutheran College who were involved in the Honour the 
Fallen commemorations leading up to Anzac Day. Their ongoing 
support is vital to this important cause.
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Opening Hours: 
Mondays through to Fridays from 10am to 2pm.

For any enquiries or group bookings,  
please contact Martin Rabjohns  on 0438 229 763.

I would also like to express my sincere appreciation to Anna Hunt for 
giving up her time on Anzac Day to open the Library Museum. From all 
accounts, her contribution was greatly appreciated by visitors.

On Wednesday 29 April, Andrew Bailey and I attended a presentation 
hosted by the Redlands City Council Library on the impact of the Boer 
War, World War I, and World War II on the local area. It was highly 
informative, and we both came away having learnt a great deal.

Later that evening, Andrew and I had the pleasure of welcoming the 
Victoria Point Scouts (Cubs) to the Library Museum. The children were 
enthusiastic, asked plenty 
of questions, and enjoyed 
trying out a wide range 
of equipment. My thanks 
go to Amanda and Pat 
from the Victoria Point 
Scouts for their assistance 
throughout the visit.

Until next month,

Marty Rabjohns
LIBRARY MUSEUM CURATOR
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National Service Group
REDLANDS BRANCH

I refuse to accept the thought that the years go faster as we get older, 
however I can’t believe we are half way through May already.
The Executive at our last meeting discussed the feasibility of running a 
special Health & Wellbeing Morning Tea for our members in mid to late 
July.  We plan to invite 6 health professionals to give short addresses 
about their chosen medical background.  
In order to gain additional membership, we will be placing a press release 
into the local print media.  Within the wider Redland community there 
are hundreds {maybe 1,000’s} of National Servicemen from both periods.  
Most of those Nasho’s have not ever had contact with our group.   Many 
believe if they didn’t have overseas service, 
they have no reason to be members of the 
RSL, let alone our group.
Looking forward challenges of the next few 
months.

Paul Field, 
PRESIDENT, NATIONAL SERVICE GROUP REDLANDS BRANCH

RESERVE FORCES DAY PARADE 
AND RECOGNITION CEREMONY

Program:
•	 9.30am - March assembly at Anzac 

Square.
•	 9.30-10.30am - March will move from 

Anzac Square to King George Square.
•	 10.30am - Recognition Service.

Featuring:
•	 Past and Present ADF Reservists and ADF Cadets and Staff.

Supported by:
•	 The Pipes & Drums, National Serviceman’s Memorial Band
•	 No.2 Wing Australian Air Force Cadet Band
•	 Naval Band.

Past and present reservists are encouraged to attend the march.
“Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.”
Bookings: No bookings required. 
Venue address: King George Square, 100 Adelaide Street, Brisbane
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Women’s Auxiliary
Anzac Day is always a busy time for the Auxiliary ladies, starting with 
the cleaning of the cabinets in the main reception area.

Making 600 poppy posies plus 250 lapel posies to be given out on 
Anzac Day.  Clare starting work on the Remembrance Field of Crosses.

Thank you all, 
ladies for your hard 
work, it was greatly 
appreciated by the 
staff and members 
of the RSL.  Breakfast 
was also served and 
for the first time we had a family (Audrey 
Warner’s) volunteer to do it, and Greg 
Saunders who helped as well and has 
volunteered to do it again next year. To 
both, it was appreciated as a couple of the 
ladies were struggling with back problems.

At our May meeting we had a visit 
from Guide Dogs Australia for a quick 
presentation and we will get them back 
at a later date for a more comprehensive 
presentation.  Thank you to Bernie and Laraine 
Coleman for organising this.  The ladies enjoyed 
the visit.

Desley Lingard 
PRESIDENT, WOMEN’S AUXILIARY
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VETERANS & WELLBEING 
EXCURSIONS

Our Veterans & Wellbeing Excursions are far more than just “a day out”. 
For our veterans community, they play a major role in maintaining 
social interaction, social connection, opportunities for friendship, 
conversation, laughter, engaging in enjoyable activities, and simply 
something to look forward to.

Our 2026 excursion have proved to be very successful to date, and the 
momentum continues.

WHAT’S NEXT:
Our calendar is filling up with more great outings, and we’re excited 
to share what’s coming up.

•	 Tweed River & Rainforest Cruise – 29th May 
A relaxing 3‑hour cruise along the Tweed River, complete with 
morning tea and lunch. Expect calm waters, beautiful scenery, 
and plenty of time to unwind and enjoy good company.

•	 Summer Land Camel Farm – June 
In June, we’ll head to the Summer Land Camel Farm for an 
interactive 60‑minute guided tour. 
This experience includes a hand‑on activities and camel 
encounters, tastings of award‑winning camel dairy products and 
time to browse the gift shop 
After the tour, we’ll enjoy a delicious two‑course lunch at the 
Dugandan Hotel — a perfect way to round out the day. 
We still have a couple of seats available for this excursion, please 
see details on adjacent page and phone 34881199 with payment 
to secure your seat, or add your name to the wait list.

Join us at the Veterans Cuppa on 10th June, where we’ll reveal details 
of our next adventure. Come along, enjoy a cuppa, and be the first to 
hear what’s planned.

With each trip, our community grows a little 
closer—and the smiles get a little bigger. 
Here’s to many more memorable outings 
ahead.

‘Til next time.

Greg Saunders, 
  CONVENOR OF VETERANS & WELLBEING EXCURSIONS 
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DETAILS:
8am (meet at Redlands RSL) for 8.30am departure.  
Please park on the 2nd or 3rd level of the carpark.

First Stop: Summer Land Camel Farm Tour & Morning Tea
Set amongst the beautiful Scenic Rim in South East Queensland, this 
fun and interactive experience at Australia’s largest wild camel training 
centre and dairy includes a guided farm tour, camel encounters 
and feeding, tastings of award-winning camel milk products, and a 
relaxing stop at the Homestead Café to enjoy homemade camel milk 
scones with tea, coffee, or soft drink.

Next Stop: Dugandan Hotel: (Two-course luncheon) 

Mains: (choice of one - please notify at time of booking) 
•	 Sausages served with mashed potato and vegetables 
•	 Chicken Schnitzel served with chips and salad 
•	 Beer Battered Fish served with chips and salad

Dessert: (choice of one - please notify at time of booking) 
•	 Sticky Date Pudding 
•	 Chocolate Mud Cake

Arrive back at Redlands RSL approximately 4pm.

COST:  $72 per person (max. 50 pax).  
Full payment is required at the time of booking.  See reception staff at 
Redlands RSL or phone  3488 1199.

Available for Redlands RSL Service members and one partner/carer 
only. Other members may add their names to a wait list.

SUMMER LAND SUMMER LAND 
CAMELSCAMELS

Farm tour and 2-course lunchFarm tour and 2-course lunch
- MONDAY, 22ND JUNE 2026 -
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ANZAC DAY VOLUNTEERS
From selling ANZAC Day badges outside Woolworths, to representing 
us at local Anzac Day school ceremonies and community services, and 
the many other ways you quietly step up — your dedication does not 
go unnoticed.
Because of you, the spirit of ANZAC lives on, stories are shared, 
traditions are upheld, and respect is shown across our community.
On behalf of Redlands RSL Sub Branch- thank you.
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ANZAC DAY 
- CLEVELAND -

From the silence of the Dawn Service to the camaraderie shared 
throughout the day, we proudly honoured those who have served, 
continue to serve, and those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our 
country.
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ANZAC DAY 
- NTH STRADBROKE ISLAND -

Some truly special moments captured from the Dawn Service and 11am 
Commemorative Service on Straddie. These photos capture moments from 
the Catapult Party and the services, including a special image of a father 
and son — the father a Lieutenant, proudly serving alongside his son.

33.



NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 
18 - 24 MAY 2026

We would like to extend our sincere thanks and appreciation to all of 
our incredible volunteers who generously give their time, support, and 
dedication to assist the Redlands RSL Sub Branch in so many different 
ways throughout the year.  From supporting commemorative services 
and events, to helping behind the scenes and caring for our veteran 
community, your contributions make a genuine difference and are 
deeply valued by our members, veterans, and the wider community.

On Monday afternoon, 18th May 2026, we were proud to host our 
annual Volunteer Thank You Function to recognise and thank these 
wonderful individuals for everything they do.

A very special congratulations to Bernie and Laraine Coleman, who 
were proudly awarded our 2026 ‘Volunteer of the Year’ award in 
recognition of their outstanding dedication, commitment, and 
continued support of the Redlands RSL Sub Branch.

Thank you once again to all of our volunteers. Your kindness, 
generosity, and community spirit truly embody the values of our RSL.
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AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT 
DEFENCE - NEWS & EVENTS

https://www.defence.gov.au/news-events

Queensland RSL News is published four times each year. Each issue 
contains engaging articles about new programs and services, 
commemorative events around Queensland, and military history, as 

well as sections for members to share information
about upcoming reunions and other events. 

Visit: https://rslqld.org/news/queensland-rsl-news

QUEENSLAND RSL NEWS

GOLDEN OLDIES
EVERY SECOND TUESDAY FROM 9.30AM 

GALLIPOLI ROOM

Golden Oldies is a welcoming fortnightly social morning for 
Redlands RSL members aged 80+ with ex-service, war widow, or 

Legacy ties. Come along, catch up with friends, enjoy a cuppa, and 
share in the wonderful company.

Held every second Tuesday from 9.30am in the Gallipoli Room, the 
morning includes biscuits on arrival, raffles, a guest speaker or 

entertainer, followed by sandwiches and another cuppa.

A complimentary courtesy bus is available within the Club’s 
approved area, and there is no cost to attend, proudly provided by 

the Redlands RSL Sub Branch.

Enquiries: Lorraine Perren – 0419 790 238
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JOINT VENTURE
INDOOR BOWLS CLUB

New Participants Welcome –  
Join the Fun Every Wednesday

Looking for a great way to enjoy some friendly competition, social 
connection and a morning out? New participants are always warmly 

welcome to join our weekly sessions.

Held every Wednesday morning from 9am in the Gallipoli 
Room at Redlands RSL, this is a wonderful opportunity to meet 

new people and enjoy a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere.

The cost is just $3 per day, which includes a cuppa and biscuits 
after the first game, along with the chance to win lucky door and 

raffle prizes.

Annual membership is only $5, making it an affordable and 
enjoyable activity for everyone.

Best of all, there are no age limits or restrictions on who can 
join in, so why not come along and give it a try?

For more information, please contact 
Helen Day (Secretary) on 0423 487 935.

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE SOME NEW FACES JOIN US.
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PHONE: 3488 1158
EMAIL: league@redlandsrsl.com.au

REDLANDS RSL SUB BRANCH

19 Apr-  League Gathering
25 Apr-  ANZAC Day
31 May- League Gathering
28 Jun-  League Gathering
26 Jul-   Quarterly General Meeting

18 Aug-  Vietnam Veterans Day
23 Aug-  President’s Luncheon
27 Sept- League Gathering
25 Oct-   Quarterly General Meeting
11 Nov-  Remembrance Day

22 Nov- League Gathering
24 Jan-  Quarterly General Meeting
24 Feb- War Animal Day
28 Feb-  League Gathering
28 Mar- Annual General Meeting
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        Veterans Cuppa, 2nd Wednesday of each month
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        Veterans Cuppa, 2nd Wednesday of each month

2026-2027 CALENDAR 
SUB BRANCH MEETINGS, VETERANS CUPPA’S, 

AND COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS
Be sure to ask for a magnetic calendar for your fridge at home.

NOT RECEIVING EMAILS 
OR SMS NOTIFICATIONS?

Please phone reception on 3488 1199 to confirm your 
details that we have on our membership database. 
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Veterans Cuppa
KEEPING OUR REDLANDS RSL SUB BRANCH MEMBERS 

SOCIALLY CONNECTED!

Our Veterans Cuppa takes place on the 2nd Wednesday of every 
month and remains a popular morning tea gathering. Veterans enjoy 
exclusive early access to the Anzac Lounge before the club opens to 
the public, providing a relaxed social setting where they can connect 
with fellow Sub Branch members over a barista-crafted coffee and a 

freshly baked scone or muffin.

NEXT VETERANS CUPPA:
9AM, WEDNESDAY 10TH JUNE 2026

COST: ONLY $5.00
PRE-BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL - PHONE 3488 1199

Strictly available for Redlands RSL service members only, 
with one accompanying partner/carer.

New Sails Lunch Menu starts Monday 1st June. 
10 delicious main meals to choose from!   
Add a selected entree or dessert 
for only $4 extra.
Available 7 days a week, between 
11.30am and 2pm, excludes 
Public Holidays. Table  
reservations recommended, 
phone 3488 1199.

10% OFF SAILS LUNCH MENU 
- MAIN MEALS - 

FOR REDLANDS RSL SERVICE MEMBERS
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ASSISTANCE FOR VETERANS?
Redlands RSL Sub Branch is here to support veterans and their families, 
helping them find purpose, connection, and assistance whenever it is 
needed.

From time to time, veterans ask what the RSL can offer them if they become 
members of our Sub Branch. Every Sub Branch is different. Some have fewer 
than 20 members, while others have over 2,000. Each Sub Branch works 
within its available resources to support veterans and their families and to 
uphold the Objects of the League.

Located at RSL Headquarters, 1–11 Passage Street, Cleveland, the Redlands 
RSL Sub Branch provides a range of services and activities, including:

Advocacy - Free assistance from qualified ADTP Advocates with DVA claims 
and appeals.

Commemorative Services - Support and participation in Anzac Day, 
Vietnam Veterans Day, Remembrance Day, Honouring the Fallen, and 
AWAMO Remembrance services.

Poppy Service - For a deceased veteran, provided at the request of the 
next of kin.

Wellbeing Support Officers - Home visits, transport assistance (where 
not covered by DVA entitlements), and referrals to appropriate support 
agencies.

Social Connection -
•	 Golden Oldies – every second Tuesday, free of charge for those over 80.
•	 Veterans Cuppa – on the second Wednesday of each month.
•	 Bus Excursions – approximately every six weeks at reasonable cost.

Member Involvement - Monthly meetings where members can 
contribute to decisions affecting the Sub Branch followed by camaraderie.

Practical Assistance - Gardening assistance for eligible veterans.

Communication - Monthly Bugle newsletter, Redlands RSL website, 
Facebook updates, and information displayed at the RSL.

Community Engagement - 
•	 Collaboration with other ex-service organisations (contact details 

available in the Bugle and on RSL TV screens).
•	 Joint Venture Indoor Bowls held weekly in the Tobruk Room at the RSL.
•	 Military memorabilia displayed in the Library Museum and throughout 

the Redlands RSL Club.
•	 Service members visiting local schools on request for commemorative 

occasions.

Most of these services are delivered by our dedicated team of volunteers, 
who work tirelessly to support veterans and their families.

For more information, please contact us on 3488 1158.
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DATE TITLE EVENT
4 May 
1942

Battle of Coral Sea 
begins

This was the first naval engagement fought by 
aircraft alone. Although neither side won a clear 
victory, the Japanese were forced to attempt 
to capture Port Moresby in a ground campaign, 
rather than by sea as they had hoped.

8 May 
1970

Anti-war 
demonstrations in 
Australia

Up to 200,000 Australians participate in 
demonstrations against the Vietnam War.

13 May 
1968

Fire Support Base 
Coral attacked

The partly-constructed base, north of Saigon, 
was defended by Australian infantry, artillery, 
and air support when it was attacked by North 
Vietnamese troops. Eleven Australians were 
killed and 28 wounded before the attackers 
were driven back. Fifty-two enemy soldiers 
were killed and one was taken prisoner.

14 May 
1943

Centaur sunk The hospital ship Centaur was sunk by a Japa-
nese submarine off the south Queensland coast. 
Only 64 of the 333 on board survived.

15 May 
1942

Prisoners of Japa-
nese transported 
to begin work on 
Burma–Thailand 
Railway

Movement of prisoners of war (A Force) to 
Thailand from Singapore begins for work on the 
Burma–Thailand Railway.

19 May 
1915

Turkish counter-at-
tack on Gallipoli

The Turkish counter-attack sought to drive 
the Australians and New Zealanders from 
Anzac Cove. The attack failed and over 10,000 
Turks were killed or wounded in their greatest 
disaster of the entire campaign.

20 May 
1941

Germans invade 
Crete

German airborne forces begin their invasion of 
Crete on 20 May. Though outnumbered by Allied 
troops, they were better equipped and better 
organised. After less than two weeks of fighting 
allied troops began to evacuate the island.

21 May 
1968

HMAS Sydney 
leaves Brisbane

HMAS Sydney leaves Brisbane on its tenth 
voyage to Vietnam with 4th Battalion, Royal 
Australian Regiment, embarked.

27 May 
1965

HMAS Sydney’s 
first voyage to 
Vietnam

HMAS Sydney departs on first voyage to 
Vietnam with 1st Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment, embarked.

31 May 
1902

Boer War ends Boers surrender, ending the Boer War. Over 
16,000 Australians served in South Africa, of 
whom nearly 600 died.

THIS MONTH IN AUSTRALIAN MILITARY

MAY

WITHOUT HISTORY,  
THERE WOULD BE NO FUTURE!
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AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (RAAFA) REDLANDS BRANCH
Meetings held 2nd Sunday every second month at 10.30am 
in the Gallipoli Room. Social get-togethers held Wednesdays 
at 3pm in the Anzac Lounge.
Contact: President Rob Wilson  0419 688 014

NAVAL ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA  
(BAYSIDE SUB SECTION)
Meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of the month at  
12 noon.  Contact: Graham Hargreaves 0431 349 688

NATIONAL SERVICE GROUP REDLANDS BRANCH
Meetings are held on the 1st Sunday of the month at  
10.30am in the Gallipoli Room. 
Contact: Graham Hinson on 0413 543 497

T&PI ASSOCIATION MORETON BAY SOUTH
Meetings held on the last Wednesday of the month in the 
Veterans Community Centre.
Contact: Jeff Graham - 0438 584 376 
                  Greg Hambridge - 0422 300 242 

REDLANDS RSL SUB BRANCH WOMEN’S AUXILIARY
Meetings held the 1st Monday of the month at 10am in the 
Meeting Room. Contact: Desley Lingard 0409 060 267

REDLANDS SUB BRANCH AUSTRALIAN WAR WIDOWS 
(QUEENSLAND) 
Meetings are held the last Friday of the month in the 
Maritime Room of the club commencing at 10.30am.
Contact: Jenny Cockroft, President on 0417 795 567

REDLANDS LEGACY CARE GROUP 
Meets on the 1st Friday of each month in the RSL Club 
Maritime Room commencing at 10.30am.
Contact: Shree Rogers, President on 0416 062 115

YOUNG VETERANS REDLANDS
Contact: Geoff Hooper on 0419 649 925. 
E: chev1950@bigpond.com | Facebook: Young Veterans Redlands

REDLAND VIETNAM VETERANS’ GROUP
Meet at Veterans’ Community Centre:  
‘Drop In’ - Wednesdays from 12noon (Tea & Coffee). 
Art Therapy Classes - Tuesdays 9.30am to 12noon. 
Contact: David Smock, President on 07 3821 3999
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DISCLAIMER -  
The Bugle keeps members and friends informed and entertained with 
a variety of contributed articles, which may not reflect the views of 
Redlands RSL. Redlands RSL accepts no responsibility for any content 

published in this publication.
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Our caring team can help you 
plan a simple, affordable and 
respectful funeral.

07 3391 8644
218 Logan Rd, Woolloongabba

simplicityfunerals.com.au

It doesn’t have to 
cost the earth to 
mean the world.
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NAME DECEASED DATE SERVICE
Anthony Taylor Unknown ARMY

Allan Murdoch 20 April 2026 RAAF

Arthur Robert Khan 17 May 2026 NAVY

LAST POST

REDLANDS SUB BRANCH
1-11 Passage Street, Cleveland. Q 4163  

PO Box 1228, Cleveland. Q 4163

Phone HQ:  (07) 3488 1158

Email:  league@redlandsrsl.com.au  
or subbranch@redlandsrsl.com.au

Website: www.redlandsrsl.com/sub-branch

“HONOURING THE FALLEN 
BY SERVING THE LIVING”

Lest  We Forget


